WHO   LEADS   LABOUR?
fessional soldier, but some gentlemanly inhibition
stopped him. By the end of the War he was a major.
But even war could not stultify him, and he was wise
enough to take an interest in the science of warfare
which was not wasted when he later served at the War
Office as Under-Secretary of State in MacDonald's
first Labour Government. He has the \\it to enjoy
the theory, though not the practice of wrar. That
did not prevent his comrades in arms regarding him
as an excellent and a gallant soldier.
After being Mayor of Stepney in 1919 Attlee
became Member for the Limehouse Division in 1922.
When MacDonald formed his first ministry he made
him lieutenant to the diminutive War Secretary
Stephen Walsh. After the Red Letter Election of
1924 he did not exist for four years and a half as a
mere cipher in the Opposition. He was nominated
as a Member of the Indian Statutory Commission in
1927. This work took him to India under the chair-
manship of Simon whom he was now able to contem-
plate at close range in the closest contact. Attlee has
a witty mind and Simon's foibles must have given
him endless amusement, whether they were due to
his vanity or to any other weakness.
When this work was over Attlee's return to the more
normal Parliamentary routine happily coincided with
Sir Oswald Mosley's resignation from the Govern-
ment. MacDonald chose as his new Chancellor of the
Duchy of Lancaster an easier colleague in the person
of Attlee. When the crash came in August 1931 he was
serving as Postmaster-General.
He had had comfortable support from the electors
of Limehouse till the panic election of 1931. This time
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